
From the Ed

                      Thanks for the contributions which makes putting a newsletter together
quite easy. Congratulations to Ken on completing 100 hours of airtime. 80 of them on
the Mynd is my guess. More XC flying for you my boy!! Commiserations to Tony
Smith as his cherished Airwave Classic went and ground looped at Eyam Edge which
would have been his first flight of the 07 season.
     I have been on the hunt for a newer glider as my trusty K4 becomes crusty. As
some of you already know, I test flew a Litespeed 5 at the Mynd. Here's what

happened. I'd had 2 good flights and
started to de-rig. I had it standing on
the A frame, pointing into wind with
the nose tethered to a ground anchor.
As I unhooked the outer internal sprog,
the wing started to lift. With hindsight,
I shouldn't have panicked as it was still
tethered securely. I'd just witnessed
Tony Smiths Glider ground looping
just 2 weeks ago and with that fresh in
my mind, I grabbed the trailing edge at
the wing tip with my left hand (I’m
right handed) between batten pockets 9
and 10 and held on. Within a couple of
seconds the sail ripped about 12 inches
parallel with the trailing edge and 4
inches in. The wing didn't lift me off
the ground and even if it had I wouldn't
have held on. After speaking with
Steve Elkins and Simon Murphy, the
conclusion was that the sail must be
really tired. After thinking about what
Phil had told me about his flying, the

glider has probably got 20 years worth of UV exposure to the sun compared to the
amount of times I get my glider out. I gave him £150 to repair it as that was what I
was quoted by Steve Elkins and sheepishly gave him the glider back. Better to find
these things out now rather than in the air!! Imagine what the stressed part of the sail
is like!!! Maybe all gliders should have the Betts test as well.



    I then heard of Johnny Carr’s Airborne C2 14m which sounded perfect, but alas,
someone beat me to it. So now I’m after…………….well you’ll just have to wait and
see!!!
  The Dual glider has also made a rare outing at the Mynd. Tony “I only last 5
minutes” Smith took my wife Lesley and his daughter up for a dual flight (but not at
the same time!) Many thanks for that. We must try to use it more often. Steve, I hear
you’ve got a dual rating………….

Lesley on the dual
doing some ground
handling.

Tony coming into top land with his daughter.
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Hi guys,

The Winter's now over and Spring is here, the airfield has dried out and, thanks to
Nick, Phil and Norman, a tug is ready and permitted. Have you been out over the
winter? Keeping current is known to be a `healthy option' and I'm sure you each want
to stay fit and healthy. So, as your Chairman, I feel it's my prerogative to kick your
arses and get you into the air this Spring before any of you attempt an epic XC, not
having flown since September. So, for those who haven't flown, consider yourselves
unable to sit down!
There are a couple of local new guys, on the cusp of their CP's, hoping to aspire to
your sky-god status and to join either or both of the clubs for the flying and fun. If
you see a couple of faces, bursting with enthusiasm and with full heads of hair, it's
probably Sam and Joe.
Hats off to Piers who has been to Spain for an aerotowing refresher week. We will no
doubt be seeing his smiley mug out and about. We will be briefing him on the exact
location of the hangers!
There is talk of going up to the lakes for a weekend of manly carry up's, epic scenery,
stunning flying and sheep shit.
There is also talk of flying in a foreign country. Scotland this time at their aerotow
facility near Stirling (you know, Mel Gibson country) 8/9thSeptember. See December
Skywings for pics etc.
Finally Barry has kindly started an e-group as a tow group organ for communication,
opinions, publication of embarrassing moments, photos, epic flights and scurrilous
gossip. Please take the time to join and keep it clean.
That's all folks........Yabba, Dabba, Do
Julian T.

Chairman’s Letter

27th March 07

The season is getting off to a very slow start for most of us this year, I have
heard of a few flights but those have been more gale-hanging than flights. I have been
ready with a number of others to go out and have been watching the weather from
Wednesday onwards every week since the end of February but with no luck. The
closest I came was last weekend that looked good on Friday afternoon. I finish at
12.30 on Friday so I loaded the glider on the car and took it to work. Pete Attley as
usual had skived off and was flying in the morning but with strong conditions. I set
off after talking to Pete at 12.31 but just as I got to the M40 Pete rang back and said
they were packing up as it had increased in strength. I did not entirely waste the
afternoon as I went over to Burton Dasset to watch a couple of guys I know test fly a
model sailplane on the hill. This thing only cost £30 and is nearly indestructible. The
Transmitter cost about £100 so I am thinking of buying one for non flyable days.

Other news: Piers has again offered to run the club Bar-B-Q at his house in
late April. Many thanks in advance for that.
There will be a Parachute repacking evening on Friday 27th April at 9 to 10.30 pm,
but health and bloody safety have got to Arley Sports centre. They have declared that
if Arley want to use their perfectly safe pulley system, that we use to lift each other up
into the air to throw our chutes, then they will need a special certificate and that will
cost £250. We are one of the only groups to use it so Arley cannot justify the money.



This means that when you come along we will be able to repack the chute but we
cannot practice throwing the chutes. A bit of irony that Health and safety stop us from
practicing using safety equipment!. Anyway PLEASE, PLEASE, find a way of
throwing your chute as we have often found that pilots could not “get it out” when
they tried to throw their chutes at the hall and we have rectified many potentially
useless parachute systems. Throw your chute with gloves on and your harness zipped
up, then bring it along for repacking.

How to reach the ‘Inn on the Green’ pub from the Long Mynd                Mar 07

Oh how I yearn to be able to fly over that little pub.  There I stood on take-off,
looking out over that patchwork of fields, feeling the Westerly wind blowing in my
face and plotting how to reach that little village over the other side of the valley. Why
there you may ask? Well …why not you may ask? Last June, Pete and I camped out
there one week-end and joked that it would be possible to land upslope in a field near
there and ever since I have been fixated in flying over that Inn and getting back to the
Mynd. Never mind the further reaches of Corndon and the Stipperstones that are the
targets of topless gliders and hot ship pilots. Never mind a cross-country dash over the
back; been there, done that; broke an upright and managed to land at Marshbrook near
the A49. Think small and every little target reached is a stepping stone to the next.
       Three times this year I have flown from the Mynd and tried to hit my target. I’ve
tried a number of different approaches, all to no avail:-

1) The Direct Approach
 Take off then use whatever lift you can find on the ridge to get as high as possible,
point the nose of the glider out toward the ‘Inn on the Green’, pull on VB and edge
forward toward target whilst listening to the constant chirping of your descending
Vario and clenching your buttocks. This is a test of ‘bottle’ to see how far out and
how low you can get before turning around and scuttling back to the safety of the
ridge.

2) The Sawtooth Approach
This is a variation of method 1) but trying to get a top-up from a thermal on the way.
This requires more technical skill than the Direct Approach and more ‘butt clenching’
as failure to core any small thermal out in front of the ridge can result in reaching
ground level even sooner than expected.

3) The Sneak Approach
Take off and fly down to either extreme end of the ridge (North or South), gain as
much height as possible and set off on a slow crosswind approach toward the target.
This takes even longer than either of the two approaches above and requires great
patience to remember what your end goal is (to get to the ‘Inn on the Green’ and
back). This approach should never be attempted when tired as there is a tendency to
become bored whence permanent sleep is then guaranteed. It is a lonely jaunt since
your entire pilot mates are flying off elsewhere wondering what the hell that idiot is
up to. The panorama can be studied at length; ‘hey, that farmhouse has been re-
painted’, or ‘oh, there are more cows in that field than last time’ or ‘ where have all
those sheep gone ?’..... Eh, no we won’t go there! The most successful approach I
made using this method was from the North end. I’d gained considerable height over
the ridge and headed out on my diagonal toward target. I was getting close to the road



to the village which runs parallel to the ridge, with target in sight. Unfortunately, I
noticed that the land rose in a much smaller line of hills on my side and figured
rightly or wrongly that I could be descending into its lee side and rotor. Bottle went
and I rushed back to the ridge. So near but so far.

4) The ‘Mad Dash Con’ Approach
This is the opportunistic method. Forget all about the
target; just take off and enjoy your flying. Look for
thermal lift in the shape of large Cumulus and once
you get under one head upwards. But wait ….what
about the target? OK, head for the cloud edge nearest
to the ‘Inn on the Green’ .Keep focused as this
approach is quite a balance between getting sucked up
by a cloud at an alarming rate of knots and pulling the

base bar to your knees with the wind whistling past your ears, whilst trying to slide
over toward the target. I further complicated this by insisting on taking an in-flight
shot of the cloud with a camera inconveniently located within my harness (see
attached …anything for the picture!).
        Get this approach wrong, and you fall out of the lift depressingly short of the
target with an alarming attack of the shakes, a desperate need to get back to the safety
of the top of the hill and the need for a large dose of Glucose whilst offering a quiet
prayer to the God’s.
          Has anyone got any other methods which I could try? All suggestions will be
gratefully received (apart from those which suggest I quit or buy a new glider!). I
can’t believe I need a topless glider just to reach that Inn which Pete and you other
hot-ship pilots pass over with such ease and regularity. Next time your flying the
Mynd , look out to the West and spare a thought for that poor soul on his distinctive
Wills Wing XC glider flying out into the valley on his lonely task approaching the
deck faster than the Inn on the green is approaching …….
                          Krazy Ken





April Duty officer

Kevin Casserley 01543 416385

May

Dave Barker MkII (H)01453 889214 (M) 07762 228464

For sale

Laminar 155 for sale, Good condition, 8 years old. Used mainly on aerotow for seasons 2003-
4. Not flown since Aug 04. Handles better than a Combat or Litespeed. £600.
Simon Todd 07730 423880.

Avian Cheetah. 18 months old, good condition with extra’s. £2850 ono
Jeremy Byrne 0121 705 5718






