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Editors Greetings....... by Gary Oliver

Thank you for all the kind comments on the January edition of the Flying Fox. Just need to keep

it up now!

I have had a few good submissions for the 6Fox, b
newsl etter, so | etds keep it ¢ible.rbharethe wealthafs much u
knowledge that the club has to offer and | e tgi¥essome fresh inspiration to those that have

done it all.

ltds good to see a few members up at the field re
we are going to get this year deternal optimist, | know, so i f you havendt sort
wait for the first nicedaytodoit6t hat s when we want to be flying

Not one but t momth8ltjustthgpé Igget somé rew ones for next month!!

CirculationdThe Fl ying fox wild/l be distributed via email, bu
me know (contact details above) and | will add you to our posted list, as you can appreciate, we want to
keep the posted list small to conserve the club funds. A copy will also be on the club notice board in the
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Chairmano €hat..... feedback from the committee

Engine running:

Now that we have reduced space in front of the hangers, please pay particular attention to

safety when starting engines and warming up etc. We need to be even more aware of our
propwash and where our aircraft is pointing. There is still plenty of space beyond the hangers
where you canwarmup,wi t hout being in each otherodés way.

New Airfield guides
New Pool ey Ossripssguidbs hiiva been purchased and are now in the caravan for your
use.

Field Security

A polite reminder dplease remember to ensure that the two airfield gates are locked and the

gate at the end of the lane is locked too. We are assured that any farmers etc working on site

will have their own keys where required so if you are last out lock-up dplease also check the

caravans locked too and the windsockisindeasy to forget now itds a bit

Club Meetings

Last mont hos swell atbendad withhnhanyve@nmenting on what a good night it had

been, Norman Rathbone gave us an interesting and very informative talk on engines. To follow

on, there was also a really great Quiz, with a safety theme, but cleverly twisted to provoke

some further thought and discussion. It went down well with all, and some interesting topics

came out of it. Some copies of the AQthankstodave i n ou
Thorpe for t hed Ihwowld shillvize Igreap @ pee many more of the members attend

the club nights as we are trying very hard to make them more interesting and a more fun night.

We have some guest speakers at the next few meetingsds ee what 8s on secti on.

Hanger Spring Clean! - reminder

During the coming months a spring clean of the hangers is planned, please try and clear away all
the parts you may have been hording, as unidentifiable parts lying around could get caught up in
the clearout!

Drive Repair Work party.....13 ™ March 10 am!!!

The 13 March has been set as the day we repair the driveway. Stones will be delivered so

please make yourself available to come and fill some holes. We also hope to clean up the

caravan, hangers etc so plenty to do. Put the date in the Diary and bring a shovel. This will be

thelast O6Fox reminder before this date, many hands

Flying Order Book Updated
The Flying order book has been updated to reflect the runway changes, a copy will be on the
notice board and the changes to the runway are on the website.
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NPPL.... REVISED REVALIDATION REQUIREMENTS POST 31 JANUARY 2008

People used to have problems with the old system of 5 hours in 13 months to keep their licence valid. The
new NPPL revalidation requirements are MUCH more complicated. This only applies to those with the
NPPL. All such pilots need to be well aware of the requirements, or you will find yourselves without a
valid licence. below are the requirements straight off the NPPL web site, followed by my summary of the
rules as applicable to the microlight rating.

As from your next revalidation (which must be completed before 30 June 2009), all Class Ratings on NPPLs will have a
24 month validity period. In this period, a total of at least 12 hours flight time, including 8 hours as PIC must be
completed in order to revalidate by experience.

1. Holder of a licence with one class rating (SSEA* or SLMG or Microlight): Complete on the class of aeroplanes held:

(a) within the period of validity of the rating have flown as pilot:

A at | e arsftighttithe ihctuding 8 hours PIC.

A at | e a#ffsard2andingsk e

A at least 1 hour training flight with an instructor. I f thi
6Single seat onlyb®o.

(b) Within the 12 months preceding the expiry date of the rating, have flown as pilot:
A at least 6 hours flight time.

2. Holder of a licence with 2 or 3 ratings (SSEA/SLMG/Microlight):
(a) Within the period of validity of the rating on any of the classes of aeroplanes held, have flown as pilot:

A at least a total of 12 hours including 8 hours PIC
A at | e affsard2andingsk e
A at least 1 hour training flight with an instructor. I f thi

6Single seat onlyéd.

(b) Within the 12 months preceding the expiry date of the ratings held have flown, as pilot on any of the class ratings
Reld:at l east 6 hours flight ti me.

2. Holder of a licence with 2 or 3 ratings (SSEA/SLMG/Microlight):

(a) Within the period of validity of the rating on any of the classes of aeroplanes held, have flown as pilot:

at | east a total of 12 hours including 8 hours PIC
A at | e a#ffsard2andingsk e
A at least 1 hour training flight wit h edatlratingssvmllbeiendosed. | f t hi

6Single seat onl ybo.

(b) Within the 12 months preceding the expiry date of the ratings held have flown, as pilot on any of the class ratings
held:

A at least 6 hours flight ti me.

(c) Within the period of validity of each class rating held, have flown as pilot:

A at least 1 hour PIC on each class held; or

A undertaken at least 1 hour of flying training on each cl as

aeroplanes of those classes.
If (c) has not been fully completed, you will be required to renew the relevant Class Rating(s) by GST.

* NOTE: After 31 January 2008, Microlight/SLMG privileges may not be exercised on an SSEA Rating. However, a
general exemption applies to anyone currently exercising such privileges and the relevant Class Rating(s) will be
added to the licence upon revalidation.

In summary, for your microlight NPPL, the requirement is:

In 24 months,

12 hours total flying

8 hours must be P1

Complete 1 hour with an instructor

Have logged 12 take offs and 12 landings

6 of any of the 12 hours must be flown within 12 months prior to the next signing
If the hour with an instructor is not logged, your rating will be endorsed "Single seat
only"

If you allow your rating to lapse, you can only rene w it by GST.
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What 6s GoPk0A0y o n

We are planning to have different speakers for each of the winter club nights. Please try and
come along as the more that turn up the m ore worthwhile it is for everyone. I'tds al so ope
to friends and family too, not just club members.

From April onwards we will be back at the field for the club meetings with the usual BBQ +
we hope to have some visits from some aircraft demonstrators and some club flying
competitions dsimple but fun tasks, that anyone can enter regardless of aircraft type.

The other big event this year is of course the SWINFORD FLYIN 85™ to 6™ June (week
before Spamfield!)

February 24 " dMick Dunn will be attending to
give a presentation on the work
of the East Midlands Air

Support Unit (Police Helicopter)

Please invite friends, family etc

March 31st - Steve Bridgewater from Classic
Flight Club from Coventry Air
museum. Presentation on their
aircraft collection.

Other events:

Driveway Repair Work party 13™ March 2010

BMAA Safety Day 17-Apr-2010

The British Microlight Aircraft Association will be holding it's first
Safety Day on Saturday 17th April 2010 at Sywell Aerodrome,
Northampton.

The day will address several areas of flight safety specifically aimed at
microlight pilots. It is being held at an airfield in the hope that the
weather will be kind enough to allow visiting pilots to fly in but have
the flexibility to drive there if it is unfavourable. By a happy
coincidence, Flylight Airsports, who are based at Sywell, are holding a
fly in over that weekend and microlights flying into either or both
events will attract half price landing fees. The BMAA Safety Day itself
will be free of charge. In future, the idea is to be to take the event to
other airfields around the country over the course of a year.

The main presentation area is the Cirrus Suite at the Aviator Hotel
which is actually at the airfield. Full speaker facilities will be
available.

The start time would be 1100 to allow for visiting pilots to fly in and
sunset at Sywell on that date is 2003hrs (local) so planned events will
be scheduled to finish at around 1600 to allow a margin for pilots who
need to fly out. Variable presentation slots of between 30 and 60
minutes will be allocated (depending on subject matter).

The details have yet to be finalised and will be updated here.
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Contact: Kim Taylor, BMAA Safety Officer

email: kim@bmaa.org

BMAA Offices at Deddington 01865 338888
Popham émicrolight show & trade fair 152" May 2010
Otherton Fly -in 29™ May
SWINFORD FLYIN 576" June 2010
Spamfield dlsle of Wight weekend & 11" -13™ June 2010
Westonzoyland Scrumpy & cheese microlight fly — -in 24"-25™ July 2010
European Microlight championships 6 Sywell & 7-15™ August 2010

Safety dact now! .... from Dave Thorpe

| was very pleased to see the first attempt at a light hearted quiz, with very serious undertones,
went down well with the assembled throng at the January meeting. No one felt embarrassed,
or threatened, and the discussion coupled with a little controversy was precisely what was
intended. The hidden agenda was infringement of controlled airspace which has been an
ongoing problem for years. The instigation of mandatory transponder zones at Stansted are the
CAAs way of minimising the disruption/danger caused as a result of such infringements. The
exact cause of so many intrusions into such airspace are no doubt many and varied. In a crude
and amateurish way | tried to help club pilots identify for themselves how they might become
unwitting victims/infringers themselves.

It would seem that as pilots, we are, how shall | putit,| et 6 s say | ess than met.i
upon the contents of NOTAMs. Could it possibly be that you are one of those pilots who have

failed to amend the frequency for the Solent CTR? We all enjoy a trip to the loW or along the

south coast and could so easily require to use their airspace perhaps due to heavy rain to the

east of Southampton/Portsmouth. Without the amended/revised/changed frequency one will

be unable to contact Solent by radio. There is sometimes a tendency, at the weekend, to

assume that if a military airfield fails to respond to your transmission the assumption is that the
airfield is not active dwr on g ! But |1 6ve known it happen.

Assume the same arrogant pilot calls Solent on the frequency given on his current issue south of

England chart, fails to get a response (because he has not read NOTAMs and amended his chart),

and as i1itds a nice Sunday probably thinks no one
know why the Solent is the next most likely patch of airspace to have mandatory transponder

zone protection status.

There are currently 86 amendments to the current south of England chart. Granted, many of

the changes might be considered minor such as the position of a recently erected wind generator

which may have been given the incorrect grid reference, but the moral of the story is that if you

dondt read/trawl through the i nf ordfumtheraontrolpsubl i ci s
inevitable.

A list of amendments to the current southern chart is available on the Safety notice in the

caravan or via the AIS web site on the internet. Lecture over!

Visit the welbsite: wwlmae.org.uk


mailto:kim@bmaa.org

During my efforts to source definitive informatio
what can only be termed as a di spr oCplositdontherat e amo
internet. Now in the past | may have been a little cynical about the CAA, but regard myself as a
[
I
t

O6moderated within the c¢club when measured against
downright host.i e. Since ®Rawmn ol dadiepdoaryd Mamiurmat
(for free) and his month doing the same with the
free of charge, I have positively become 6pro CAA

O0val ue f or Nowothishgs@rily'bécome apparent since researching their internet site in
depth and using the information provided 61 commend it to you.

The first half of the January meeting was given over to a short talk on Rotax engines. The talk
was peppered with interesting snippets which were also very much safety orientated whist being
technically informative. | personally found the references to actual defects encountered in the
past of greatest benefit. Gearbox nuts will now be inspected a little more often than previously
has been the case! Much good advice and useful tips were given for which |, for one, am most
grateful Norman.

Whist on the subject of the January meeting, for me, the most interesting part of the evening

was when the formal bits were over.  We had a very good demonstration of moving map
technologyds ome ©6sat navs for the skyd presented via a
knowledge of programming a relatively simple GPS causes me significant grief, so the

introduction of new simplified navigational kit will always attract my attention. Clearly, we

have yet another example of the wealth of knowledge contained within the club dperhaps we

could give this knowledge/information bank a little more exposure. Terry, we look forward to

future developments.

Around the grass strips of |l ate | O0ve noticed most
Bagby (Yorkshire) revealed prominent Owitness mar
Please exercise caution if visiting an unfamiliar grass strip dalways good to phone ahead djust in

case!

Should the weather become unflyable you could do much worse than sit down in front of the box

and play the DVD 6VFR Around the London TidR0o. T
in the vicinity of the London TMA and associated control Zones and/or Control Areas. Routes

depicted are for guidance only and demonstrate good VFR flying practice based on the use of

visible line features. | will place a couple on the safety notice board in the caravan, please

view and return so others may both enjoy and appreciate the good practice demonstrated

therein. |l dm sure the shots of Thane, the nearb
familiar sights.

Sandtoft airfield (Doncaster area) da very good cafe not to mentioned a freshly resurfaced hard

runway (super smooth).

Dave Thorpe
Safety

Top Tech Tips....

Another winter post layup tip... Give those tyres a good check over, they may have

been sat there for a go od few months, perishing. Give them a good look over and

check for signs of rubber degrading and check the pressures. Dondt forget 1ins
tyre the long forgotten inner tubes could be in a less than perfect state, easier to

check/replace them now than b e stuck at another airfield.  Also give the wheels a

quick spin and make sure they turn freely and the brakes are working properly ...

and that they release.
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For Sale & Wanted

For Sale Wanted ltems

Microlight Aircraft for Sale (G -CCSQ)

X-Air Falcon............... £7,000

4 Stroke engine......... Verner 133M
Engine hours............. 142
Airframe hours......... 135

No of landings.......... 254

Aircraft will be sold with intercom, headsets and radio antenna
together with 1 years permit.

Aircraft fitted with electric start, doors and 3 stage flaps.
Airstrip and hangarage available also if required.

An easy to fly 3 axis machine

Contact

Dave Thorpe 01476 572632 or 07831 335320

If you have any parts or aircraft for sale or wanted please let me know a nd | will add them in
here. Please include price and contact details.
Email submissions to theolivers@ntlworld.com

This Issues Story 1..... from Barry Underwood.

A Grand day out!

Well two days actwuallyé.
New Yeards Day

Friday Jan 1°* saw me no longer on call for work, so | had my freedom back. It was looking to be

a very pleasant day for flying, so a quick check of weather and NOTAMs and the decision was

made. There had recently been snow, so it seemed like a good idea to head north to the Peak

District to have a look at the snow on the hills. | phoned Michael Caton to see if he fancied a

trip. He did, so we met up at Sibson and deci ded

We took off and headed west towards Blithfield reservoir and then north to avoid East Midlands
airspace and Tatenhill. There was a disappointing lack of snow until we got well past Ashbourne.
From Ashbourne,we followed one of my favourite cycling routes, the Tissington Trail toward the
High Peak and were finally rewarded with views of snowy hills. As we progressed towards
Ladybower reservoir, cloud started forming around us, so we turned back, Dropping in at Sittles
and Swinford before returning to Sibson.

Visit the welbsite: wwlmae.org.uk
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Snow and cloud in the High Peak

A very pleasant start for the year d hopefully a sign of a good flying year to come.

Sunday 3™ Jan

Sunday looked like another good day for a trip. | fancied going a little further this time, so
planned for a trip to Caernarfon. | phoned around a few people to find that everyone was either
busy with family things or had plans to go elsewhere. Michael was free again, so plans were
made to take my C42 this time and check out Wales.

Caernarfon confirmed that their weather was good and that they had fuel for us, so we set off

from Sibson just before 11:00 with an estimated flight time of 1 Hour 20 Mins. With a good
easterly tailwind, it wasndt | ong before we were
snow covered hills from horizon to horizon. The views were truly spectacular.

As we approached Snowdonia, the peak of Snowdon w
above it and take some photos. Except for that, all around was clear as could be with snow on

all of the mountain tops and just a few valleys still green. The air was absolutely smooth despite

the wind that was blowing us westwards at 20kt.

‘ Visit @he website: v lmac.org.uk



The Flying Fox is Distributed By the LMAC Club

Snowdon with its hed in thlods

A quick radio call to Caernarfon from above Snowdon and we were headed back down to sea
level to land on 02. On the airfield, there was no snow at all, just the backdrop of snow covered
Snowdonia.

The airfield soon started to get very busy. A few brave trikers arrived during the afternoon. It
made me feel cold just watching them land. A bite to eat in the rather nice new restaurant on
the airfield and we set off for the return journey. For the trip back, we planned to head south
along the coast before taking one of the valleys through mid Wales back home.

The journey back again rewarded us with smooth conditions and spectacular views of snow
covered mountains. With a diversion to have a look at Lake Vrynwy, where | had been working a
few days before, and a headwind, the return journey took a little under 2 hours. We landed back
at Sibson an hour before sunset after what had been one of the more pleasant flights | had made
for a long while.

Visit @he website: v lmac.arg.uk



Snowy mountains in mid Wales
I am looking forward to my next Welsh flying trip. Wales is not that far to go for a day out and
offers some really good flying. There are several airfields to visit d Caernarfon, Haverfordwest,
Swansea, Welshpool, Shobden, plus several farm strips. The flight along the coast from
Haverfordwest to Caernarfon is a particularly pleasant trip any time of the year.

Get planning now for the good weather to come!

Barry

This Issues Story 2..... from Dave Thorpe.

FLYINGOWEEKEND 6/7 FEBRUARY 2010

This was a really promising weekend, flying wise, a Sunday fly-in at Deenthorpe with breakfast
and a O6breakfast pLimdoln @edrad Cluh)f spofbtt for rclpoice. e During a spare
moment at work on Friday afternoon | <couldnét hel
Internet. The forecast looked reasonable and the wind at about 8 mph o or is it knots.
Whatever, it looked good to me!

A phone call late on Friday afternoon invited me to help re-assemble and set up the timing on
our Verner engine that night. It had had a slight oil leak for some time which required
rectification so we did a major overhaul on the engine and re-seated the valves. On the way
home Friday evening patchy fog was noticed on various sections of the road dwas this a sign?
Saturday the 6™. Up at the crack of sparrows & something quite alien to most of our club
members o flung open the curtains dc r a p ! Coul dndét see your hand



ever an eternal optimist, OGtumied ywi I | Abe igane He
defeated.

Here | digress. The postie arrived early today and quite a thud was heard from my side of the

letterbox. My copy of Pilot Magazine plus the February issue of the 2CVGB Magazine dthere is a

strong a phrase perhaps 0 two enjoyments 0t h at 6 er. PAmdngst the letter type mail were

three insurance quotations for the Savannah & one year old on the 1°** March. Now this is not
intended to be an advertisement for any particular company d merely a statement of fact:-

£1,200, £1,100, £992

The cheapest was a company called On Risk. The dearest Hayward Aviation Ltd - but | would be
entered into a free draw!!! Now | &6&m not rel i gic
indulge in any other form of gambling so | am more than a little agitated at this method to sell

me insurance 81 shred the correspondence with unsurpassed glee! So | write off £992 (trying to

forget it) and hot-foot it to my hangar to fit the aforementioned engine into the Falcon (X-Air).

The engine was bolted back in, prop and exhaust fitted and battery connected. The mist is now
guite damp/ wet, al most dri zzI| e @chippieistylé sPost lunche t o
sees the engine run to full power with a quick signal to cut the engine as an oil pipe has
fractured and is expelling oil.

Put safety hat on. The pipe concerned was quite
pipe covered in close woven cloth. It looks the biz but unfortunately when the rubber perishes
all indications of this are out of sight duetothe covering cl ot h. I am tol

used for a while in the microlighting world. | am just pleased it happened on the ground and not
in the air. At 1400 hrs any hope of the weather clearing up has long since passed.

The long cold period has caused the Savannah to be reluctant to start on its quite small internal
battery. Therefore, as there was a couple of hours of daylight remaining, the feasibility, note
feasibility, of mounting a ground power plug to the aircraft together with the manufacture of a
quality and lengthy set of jumper leads was investigated. With the modification component
parts now purchased | will submit a minor modification form to the BMAA and seek approval to
fit.

Sunday the 7. Once again the weather was only suitable for Church/Chapel/Mosque/Synagogue
0 have you noticed how PC the club is 0| refer you to the LMAC Members Handbook, LMAC
Constitution Para 1.4.1! danything but flyable d mist/fog.

I make my way (by road) to Swinford to meet up with fellow members assembled at the caravan,
more in hope than in expectation. A Rans and C42 get airborne upon the first sight of blue sky;
they each complete a single circuit and land & nothing if not optimistic. John S arrives in his
C42 o1 think he must have radar installed.

My aim is to redress the safety notice board (and any other available vertical surface) with some

safety related |iterature | 6ve collected recently
drum can sound monotonous | know, but ifitsave s s omeoneds | ife or preven
have been worthwhile. |l ve done my best to disse

0| do hope the membership both read the literature and address the amendments to their
current chart/map.

CDs. | have left a few safety related CDs in the caravan, please borrow them and view them in

the comfort of your home, they do make for good viewing. Having viewed these please return

them to the caravan for others to appreciate.

For those who are transponder equipped a new listening squawk has been established for the

Solent area. Further details will be announced at the club meeting.

In conclusion, can | recommend yet another freebie from my mates at the CAA, they work hard

for us donodta fdoorwgndtolad iInt &she form of a Guide to \

worth its weight in gold. How do we know when we
know what those rules are? ltds very eas3AMo re:
pages you can print off. You woul dndt read a bo

with this either, print it off. Nevertheless, | commend it to you.

11
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That 6s all for this mont h,
club meeting on:
Wednesday evening, Feburary 24",
8pm prompt !!! at Husbands Bosworth.

Talk from the Police Helicopter d East Midlands
Air Support Unit.
All welcome, so bring friends & Family.

Send your story, for sale/wanted or anything else Flying Fox related to
theolivers@ntiworld.com or call me on 01455 450795.

Visit @he website: v lmac.org.uk
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