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Editors Greetings.......by Gary Oliver  

Firstly, welcome to the new edition of The Flying Fox, and a happy new year to all.  
For those that donõt know me, Iõm the one who doesnõt know any better, and agreed to take on 
the revival of The Flying Fox. Thanks to Terry Viner for the work he had done previously and for 
sending me the layout to give me a good start. 
I have been in and around the club for almost 2 years now. Having found the club through Terry 
Viner, I found my way to the field on a few cold autumn weekends where Terry Greenhill was 
kind enough to take me for a flight in his C42. A week later Ernie took me for a quick trip in his 
Quantum and I was hooked!  A few months later, I managed to convince Barry Underwood out of 
his C42 and back into a flex wing, through his constant help and commitment to my training I 
passed my GST in May õ09. Thanks to all who helped me, including all those I pestered at the 
field with my constant questions! 
 
Being relatively new to the sport I will be looking to the rest of you to come forward with some 
future articles. Now I know thatõs not likely to happen on its own, so take this as prior warning 
to come up with some info or at least some good excuses when I come calling! 
Circulation ð The Flying fox will be distributed via email, but if you donõt have access to email please let 

me know and I will add you to our posted list, as you can appreciate, we want to keep the posted list 
small to conserve the club funds. A copy will also be on the club notice board in the caravan.

LMAC Committee comprises of 
CHAIRMAN-----------------------John Spinks 
SECRETARY----------------------Paul Fessi 
CFI/CHECK PILOT---------------Barry Underwood 
TREASURER/HANGERAGE -----Terry Greenhill 
EVENTS OFFICERõs -------------Ian R, Paul M, Kevin F                                                    

SITE----------------- -------------Ernest Smith 
INSPECTOR 1--------------------Norman Rathbone 
SAFETY OFFICER----------------Dave Thorpe      
CHECK PILOT -------------------Norman Rathbone 
EDITOR---------------------------Gary Oliver 
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Chairmans Chat..... feedback from the committee  
 
Hanger Spring Clean!  
During the coming months a spring clean of the hangers is planned, please try and clear away all 
the parts you may have been hording, as unidentifiable parts lying around could get caught up in 
the clearout! 
 
Drive Repair Work party..... 13 th  March 
The 13th March has been set as the day we repair the driveway. Stones will be delivered so 
please make yourself available to come and fill some holes. Put the date in the Diary and bring a 
shovel. Will update everyone further in coming editions of the Flying Fox. 
 
Club Meetings 
A conscious effort will be made to try and make more out of the club nights, to make this 
happen we need a better turn-out than we are used to. To enable us to fit in these activities and 
speakers etc we want to ensure a prompt 8pm start. Details of the club nights will be posted 
through this newsletter. We would also welcome suggestions from club members. 
 

Field News.....  
 
As you should all be aware by now, the field has been ploughed for a crop of wheat, with the 
loss of runway 20/02.  
We now have a single runway 13 /31 which is unchanged from before.  
It is hoped a new runway will be put in across the top of the field which in westerly winds 
will free us of the turbulence off the spinney. Meanwhile please be careful if the wind is 
cross and ensure i ts well within your limits.  Also allow time for pilots to backtrack down the 
runway when in circuit , and try and clear the runway quickly.  
 
The area in front of the hangers has also been narrowed to maximise the crop area. As long 
as aircraft are parked wi th the wings or tail over the ploughed field there is still plenty of 
room to pass.   
The windsock has been moved to the far right of the field so please remember to fetch it in 
at the end of the day.  The Flying order book will be updated in due course.  
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The other prominent field news is that the wind farm IS set to go ahead , however  no work 
will  start until at least 2011.  From what we understand of the turbine locations, it  may be 
possible that  we are still able  to fly from Swinford . If you do happen to know of a suitable 
alternative site please let the committee know as we need to keep in mind for a ôplan bõ. We 
will of course update as we know more  but for the moment letõs make the most of 2010 . 
 
 

 
 
 
Whatõs Going on in 2010  
 
Next Club nights  ð ALL AT HUSBANDS BOSWORTH GLIDING CLUB (prompt 8pm Start)  
We are planning to have different speakers for each of the winter club nights. Please try and 
come along as the more that turn up the more worthwhile it is for everyone.  Itõs also open 
to friends and family too, not just club members.  
 

January 27
th  

 ð Norman Rathbone ð Engine Talk 
& Quiz.  
 

February 24
th  

 ð Mick Dunn will be attending to 

give a presentation on the work 
of the East Midlands Air 
Support Unit (Police Helicopter) 

March 24
th   

 - Talk on the Meteor etc from 
Coventry Air museum. TBC  

 
Other events:    

Next RT course - Contact: Pete Stevens 01509 

620744 or 0770 8833525  
starts 13 th  January 2010  

Sturgate Breakfast fly -in 
http://www.lincolnaeroclub.co.uk/events.html 

7th  Febuary 2010  

Driveway Repair Work party  13 th  March 2010  
 

Popham ðmicroligh t show & trade fair  1st/2 nd May 2010 
 

Spamfield ð Isle of Wight weekend ð 11 th - -13 th   June 2010  
 

Westonzoyland Scrumpy & cheese microlight 
fly -in  

24 th -25 th  July 2010  
 

European Microlight championships ð Sywell ð 7-15 th  August 2010  
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Safely Does it...  
 
 
AIC stuff etc here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Sale & Wanted  
 

For Sale      Wanted Items  
1 x set of old 582 spark plugs  
 ð free to a good home. 

GT450 for around £5k  
Let me know if you see one, must be mint and 
with full permit! 
Contact. Avina laugh 

 
If you ha ve any parts or aircraft for sale or wanted please let me know and I will add them in 
here. Please include price and contact details.   
Email submissions to theolivers@ntlworld.com  
 

mailto:theolivers@ntlworld.com
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This Issues Story.....  
 
Each edition I hope to publish a story of a trip, day out or write up of a recent club event or 
even an interesting technical article.  Please help out by sending me such stories long or 
short, with some photos if possible, so we can all read about it and pe rhaps motivate more 
of the club members to commit aviation  on a regular basis .  
 
To kick it all off Iõll bore you with my first ôproper tripõ at the end of September to the IOW.  
 
Like so many others I guess , after passing their GFT , I was keen to fly to the  Isle-of -Wight.  
Strangely I had never actually been there either, but the idea of a short water crossing and 
a bit of coastal flying around the needles seemed to tick all the boxes.  
Another aim was to take the kids to the seaside for the day ð Skegness seemed ideal, but 
the opportunity just hadnõt arisen with the poor summer weather.  
 
Early September 09 and the weather was being kind, early in the week I looked at doing the 
IOW trip, Terry Viner ð the source of all info! ð he told me of where to get petrol and where 
to park etc, I looked on the map, plotted my route and decided it was actually quite a 
straight route which should take me about 2hrs.The weekend approached and then I got a 
call asking if I wanted to go to Weston Zoyland for the weekend so the I OW trip went on 
hold  and I took the ôeasy optionõ of flying down with others. Two weeks later with an 
almost perfect weather forecast for the whole weekend I decided it was IOW time. So after 
finishing work on the Friday I fuelled up and checked out the pl ane and set about working 
out just how the Panniers fitted, they had never been on since I bought it ,  but half hour 
later it looked like I had all the straps in the right place. When I got home I found out  that 
my eldest son Luke (aged 8) was going on a cu b camp trip this same weekend so couldnõt 
come. I had taken my younger son Joe (aged 6) for a brief 45 min flight only once before  so 
was not sure that he was ready for a 2hr trip in a flexwing. After a bit more map study, 
and Joe convincing me he really w anted to go . I decided we would go, but rather than 
invite others on the trip I would keep our options open , with it being anything from a trip 
to Popham and back , to the whole weekend in th e IOW without any pressure to do more  
than he was happy with . With  Ideal weather forecast for the whole weekend I felt 
confident that I wasnõt pushing any limits with my precious cargo on board. 
Next day I was up at 6am, checking Notams, weather, route, GPS.  The stuff you seasoned 
flyers do in 10 mins probably took me ov er an hour and a half!  
 
After waking Joe at 8am he was still really excited and keen to go  but had a special 
request, he wanted to take an additional passenger , convinced that the microlight 
definition limiting us to 2 people on board rule didnõt apply in this case  I agreed. U p at the 
field we got ev erything packed, and with Joe only being  20kg, weight was never  an issue.  

 
 

I had checked everything over well on the 
Friday, but still another round of checks  
found everything in order. So off we went  
comple te with lifejackets . This  seemed 
like an overkill at Swinford, but since I 
already had them, I imagined how dumb it 
would be if they were in a cupboard at 
home when we really needed them!  After 
cable -tying our 3 rd  passenger to Joeõs 
seatbelt w e took off a t 10am. Climbing out 
I could hear Joe laughing and wondered 
what was going on back there. He replied 
that ôdoggys ears are flapping in the wind 
ð he looks like Gromit when he goes round 
and round on the end of the drillõ 

ð That  set the tone for most of the  trip  and as we headed south we managed a whole new 
level of ôeye-spy from the airõ and ôhow many swimming pools can you countõ.  
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Time seemed to pass really quickly and 
we were already close to P opham. Joe 
was still enjoying it and was keen to get 
to the seaside so he decided we would 
carry on. We could now see the IOW and 
the swimming pool count was up to about 
110 now (but heõs still counting!). As we 
crossed over the Solent  the views became 
spectacular, so many boats, clear waters 
and the sun was  out ð just couldnõt get 
any better!  

 
We landed at Sandown and parked up by the hangers as Terry advised so it was nearer to 
get the fuel. We had planned to get the tent up and get sorted, but as we signed in we had 
an offer of a lift down to the beach. Having been on the ground for less than 15 mins we 
grabbed a rucksack and headed off to the beach. It had taken us 1hr 50 mins from Swinford 
to Sandown and we were on the beach by 12.30 . 

 

 
After the obligatory paddle in the sea, 
walk down the pier & fish  and chips lunch, 
we caught the seafront train which took 
us to the dinosaur museum. A couple of 
hours later and after finding some play 
parks and amusement arcades we had 
some dinner and caught the No.8 bus back 
to the airfield ð It took us right to 
Morri sons supermarket next door to the 
airfield ð Perfect! There was just time to 
get the tent up before it was properly 
dark. 

 
 
 

I did a couple of trips with some fuel cans 
to fill up for the return home. No one else 
was daft enough to be camping at the end 
of September but we were plenty warm 
enough! 
Next day we had breakfast at the cafe 
and took off around lunchtime. We flew 
all the south side of the IOW along the 
coast and was truly stunned at the 
scenery, the change of colours at the 
waterõs edge was awesome. We flew on to 
the needles realising that if it all went 
quiet then we were going to get wet.
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I decided the only thing I could do was set 
the radio on 121.5 just in case ! But I had 
faith in my 582 (however misguided).  We 
continued up round the nor th side, before 
heading up over the New Forest and back 
to Swinford. On the way back it did go all 
quiet, not from the engine, but Joe had 
managed to get ½ hrs sleep in on the way 
back with the dulcet tones of the 582 
whirring away behind him.  We got back to 
Swinford 2 ¾hrs after leaving Sandown, 
due to our much more scenic route home.  

 

With fantastic weather both days were 
couldnõt have had a better weekend. From 
both a flying perspective and a weekend 
of quality time with my son,  Itõs the 
weekend I wil l most remember for a long 
time to come and Joe still talks about it 
as being his ôbest weekend everõ 
 ð A huge thanks To Barry Underwood for 
making it possible - with all his teachings, 
and commitment on those cold days when 
he would rather not have been in  the back 
of a flexwing!  

  
 
 
 
 
 

Thatõs all for this month, and donõt forget the 
club meeting on : 

 Wednesday evening, January 27 th , 8pm at 
Husbands Bosworth.  

 
Send your story, for sale/wanted or anything else Flying Fox related to 

theolivers@ntlworld.com  
 

mailto:theolivers@ntlworld.com

