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Editors Greetings....... by Gary Oliver

Firstly, apologies for the slightly later edition of this months Flying Fox, It does however go out

at a good time to remind you all of this weekends Swinford Fly-in on the 5"/6 ™ June.

It seems to have been a busy month for everyone and unfortunately | have only a few submissions
from others this month. So you will have to put up with my ramblings.

Fingers crossed for some good weather over the next few weeks as the calendar is potentially
very busy with fly -ins all over the place including the reduced price (£10) Spamfield! at the Isle
of Wight.

You may also notice that this months Flying Fox has skipped to June instead of May. To appear
more current| wantedt o 6badged the flying fox with the

mo

So don6ét think you missed out on Mayod6s edition!



Chairmano €hat..... feedback from the committee

Swinford Site:

As you all know by now we will lose the use of the Swinford field on the 31 * October 2010.
An Extra-ordinary meeting was called the other Sunday with the aim being to get all club
members actively seeking other sites. There was an excellent turnout.

At the moment, in a nutshell, there are several people chasing several different locations. There

is little more to tell than that at the moment, but if you have anything to suggest regarding this

matter please forward any information to one of the committee members and we will progress it

as best we can.

We will update the situation in the next Flying Fox, but if anything crops up in  -between we will

email members directy as done so recently, so as not to bog
One thing we are all committed to is that LMAC will continue!

Club Meetings

Ou April mtg was filled with a talk by our very o
Transponders.

Many of us know of them as an oexpensive box that tells the nos ey ATC who we are and where

we areé, but Normands t al k eygvark(dumbesl dowmforusmeieg ht i nt
mortals to understand) and how they are used. This showed the real value that they have for all

of us, in making us much more conspicuous to other traffic, and the ability to let ATC know we

are there and listening to them, without ever bothering them. Why is this useful? dsee Terry
Vinerds note | ater oné

Following the transponder talk, Barry gave us an overview of the LMAC website links

demonstrating the NOTAM and weather checking web sites that we all should be using bef ore

EVERY flightt For t hose that dondt check propbavdachabr di dr
with Barry and remind yourself wheretolook 6t he 0500 phone number just i
you safe (or legal) on its own!

John Spinks also explainedthe requirements of how and when to file a flight plan.

Club meetings are now back on the field for the summer months!

Listening codes - Dotheywork ? 0 by Terry Viner

After the talk by Norman, Mr. Rathbone to the newer members - about transponders and listening codes |
think most of us if not all of us with transponders have never heard of them ever being used - until Sunday
that was.

| was on my way to Halfpenny green flying at a level 2000ft north of Litchfield over the Cannock Chase
squawking 0010 mode C (BHX listening code) and the radio set to BHX approach.

A female controllers voice came on the radio asking for the plane flying north of Litchfield to contact BHX, We
replied to the call and was informed that we were about to fly into a Volcanic ash cloud noted at around
2000ft and 2200ft, we gave our intensions and thanked them for the info.

As for the question, do listening codes work then the answer is a resounding YES.

Terry Viner.



What 60s GioaPkP0A0y o0 n

SWINFORCFLY-IN 85" to 6™ June - BBQ, evening food, entertainment & some fun flying comps too!

Next Club night 8BBQ At the field 8pm (30 ™ June)

Other events:

SWINFORD FLYIN 576" June
Spamfield dlsle of Wight weekend o 11"°-13"™ June
Westonzoyland Scrumpy & cheese microlight fly  -in 24™-25™ July

Stoke golding Stakeout

7"/8™ August

European Microlight championships & Sywell & 7-15" August

Future Fly -Outs:

Spamfield in June, hopefully a Friday evening fly out returning on Sunday. This year Spamfield have

reduced the | anding/ camping f eleweskendantd &lsebamontjeGat A10

night. Already a few are keen.

Another good overnighter on a date tbc, will be Eastbach Farm in the heart of the Wye valley, fly down
early Saturday, wi th a walk down to Symonds Yat in the forest of dean. Camp over, then on Sunday fly
down the valley, following the river, down the
them yet, but apparently they are very hospitable and will help w ith fuel if required.

A few have talked about a wales trip via haverfordwest etc
Letds get some ideas together.

We also have a few day trips on the cards

Sandy in Bedfordshire, (Longacre farm) is very welcoming (and only just over twice dist of Pitsford)
Shuttleworth collection?

Skeggy?

Etcdl et us knowé a dthe ntore the megrierb n g

estuar

Consistently there have been around 4 to 6 planes from Swinford making these fly -outs, not bad but there

are still plenty of planes in the Hangers! - Please feel free to come along, the more the merrier.

Recent Fly-outs:
Recent Fly-outs over the past month:
Pound Green, Pitsford, Wolverhampton (halfpenny Green), Welshpool & Isle of Arran.

With Pophamb ei ng forecast a wet ©6orrible weekend, there w

drove down and camped and made the most of it. As it turned out the weather was much better than
forecast with Popham missing almost all the rain showers predicted!

Pitsford had its first fly -in, courtesy of the Northampton club organising a weekender , but again the poor

Sunday forecast scared many away from camping over.



A fly-out to the welcoming lotat Pound Green,wi t h t he wusual O&pub | unefy®n was a
in May.

I f you want to go and | and somewher e Wolvdrhamptbhy with t he
(halfpenny Green) is well worth a fly to (they often have reduced £3 landing fees).

Unfortunately, pictures are a bit thin on the ground from  these fly-inssodp| ease take some pi c
share them with all.

The Fly-outto Welshpool s houl dndt really feature as it was- totally
midweek whilst some of us have to work! However it was no doubt, particularly memor able for Kev Yeates
as it was his first tri p out after getting his licence through the post only the day before.

Isle of Arran in Scotland: by Gary Oliver.

The forecast for the weekend of May 22"%23™ had been unusually kind all week. Norman Charles went off
to the Isle -of-Wight, Paul Fessi went to France! (-more later) and a bunch of us went to Scotland é

The Isle of Arran Fly-in is not an airstrip ,but a small field just outside the village of Shiski ne.

With good weather forecast all week, over 80 planes made it to the little island which must have doubled
the villageds popul ation.

They laid on an afternoon BBQ, fuel runs to the local petrol station, and a minibus on the evening to the
village pubs.

Pete Bent, Steve Clarke and | went from Swinford, (with Steve Cox, Norman Rathbone, Barry Underwood
and Michael Caton also making their way up there).

We had ideal weather for ecast with a slight tailwind both ways (surely that had to be too  -good-to-be-tru e)
The route took us on familiar ground past Sittles farm, up to Stoke -on-Trent, and then (a first for us)
through the Manchester low -level corridor 01 expected this to be much busier (M6 sprang to mind), with
planes all over the place, but, despite keeping our eyes peeled we only saw a couple of planes. It was only
9.30am as we had an early 8.30am take-off. The Manchester Ship Canalooks impressive from the air, and
after 10 mins or so we were out the other side wondering what all the fuss was about (mor e later) . Up Past
Blackpool we stopped off at a very friendly strip called St. Michaels. The locals there happily fetched us a
couple of Jerry Cans of fuel and after a mug of tea, we carried on, up  across Morecombe bay and up
through the Lake District. We flew up Windermere and then cut our way through the valleys, well below

the valley tops. With almost zero wind there was no turbulence of the hills (mountains?)  and we flew the
whole way with arms just draped over the bar, not a bump in the sky! The scener y was simply stunning!!!!



Flying through the
valleys in the north
Lake District .

Lake Windermere

After the stunning lush green Lake District we crossed the Solway Firth and into Scotland, where the
mountains and valleys got bigger and the lands cape got more barren, Still awesomely stunning but with a
distinctly different flavour to the Lake district.

After cutting through a few more valleys we
came to the Scottish west coast and headed out
to a faint shadow 16 miles out to sea dThe Isle
of Arran.

Once we reached Arran, we coul dndét resist flying the
far side of the island before cutting back inland a mile or two to the landing strip.




Nearby visitors centre dafternoon BBQ

The Petrol station chap must have thought all his birthdays had come at once, with a never ending stream
of jerry cans wanting filling at £1.36 per litre!

The evening consisted of a walk down the beach, followed by a meal in the local pub, with a mini

to the field. All very civilised!

Breakfast at Camp-Swinford &
early Sunday morning at Arran

Heading for a fly -round Ailsa
Craig dall on its own about
half-way between Mainland &
Arran

The following morning after a sausage & bacon breakfast for all (i s rt@razing just how much you can
into)twe fveeri §seated to

stash
most part).

-bus back

anot her great Foftheyi ng

The trip back was a bit more eventful, with some turbulence off the mountains, whic  h kept us well away,
and much higher than the trip up. We now realised just what a great day we had for our trip up there.

Coming back down the low-level corridor in the midday thermals, we now realised how much more difficult

it was to maintain thelessthan 12506
already up to a couple of hundred feet above sea level). The need for constant height adjustments really

added to the workload of maintaining lookout and keeping in the corri
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Getting back to Swinford at around 2.30pm, it did seem quite strange that we had just had breakfast in the

Scotti

s h

| sl es éé

even

d

ng

a

a



