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Editors Greetin gs.......by Gary Oliver  

Hi guys, time for another Flying Fox already! ð and I canõt believe we are at the end of March, by 
the time you read this, the clocks will be about to change  giving us back the evening flying 
opportunities , the Daffodilõs will have finally decided its springtime and the excellent weather 
will be here!  ð The work party was a big success, a big t hank you to all those who helped out; 
see later in the Fox for details.  
We have also had some good fly-outs lately, again covered later in thi s months Fox so please 
read oné. 
 
Also thanks again for those who have contributed to the ôFox. 
With the flying season kicking off, just snap a few photy õs, pen a few lines of text and share it 
wit h all.  
 
Circulation ð The Flying fox will be distributed via email, but if you donõt have access to email please let 
me know (contact details above) and I will add you to our posted list, as you can appreciate, we want to 
keep the posted list small to conserve the club funds.  A copy wil l also be on the club notice boa rd in the 
caravan.

LMAC Committee comprises of 
CHAIRMAN-----------------------John Spinks 
SECRETARY---------------------- Paul Fessi 
CFI/CHECK PILOT--------------- Barry Underwood 
TREASURER/HANGERAGE ---- -Terry Greenhill  
EVENTS OFFICERõs ------------- Ian R, Paul M, Kevin F                                                    

SITE-----------------  ------------- Ernest Smith 
INSPECTOR 1------ -------------- Norman Rathbone 
SAFETY OFFICER---------------- Dave Thorpe      
CHECK PILOT ------------------- Norman Rathbone 
EDITOR--------------------------- Gary Oliver 
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Chairmanõs Chat..... feedback from the committee  
 
 
Club Meetings 
It seems our club nights are getting more and more popular! We had another good turn -out on 
the February club night with a talk from the East Midlands Air Support Unit (the Police 
Helicopter, based at Husbands Bosworth). It was good to see some of the technologies involved 
and the problems they face, how the unit works shared betwe en three counties and how 
effective it is in solving a whole host of problem s ð not just catching crims!  
 
They also kindly gave us a web link to their own weather station which gives real time weather 
info , including the usual wind speed and direction, but  also the cloud base and thickness of the 
cloud ð most useful as Swinford / Hus -Bos is often significantly different being that bit higher.  
 
Please email me if you want the link to this , as although they are happy to share it with us as 
fellow aviators , they donõt want it known by everyone. 
 
We also had a few very welcome visitors to the club night , some of who may just be daft enough 
to take up this great pastime of ours!  
 
 
Important : As the weather is often still unsettled  in April , we will  have another ôindoorõ club 
night , it also allows us to fit in another club talk. So for the 28 th  April ð this will be at the 
FOX PUB IN LUTTERWORTH, (just off the roundabout with the ôwhittle jet õ on it ).  
See below for details of the next club  night.  
 
 
 

Feedback from CFI , by Barry Underwood  

 
BMAA Instructor Seminar 2010 

 
I have just returned from the annual BMAA instructor seminar. The biggest discussion point of the day was 
airspace infringements. This was no surprise as it seems to be a subject that is always in the air l ately.  
 
That brings me to the fact that the Southern England 1:500,000 chart edition 36 has just been issued. This 
is valid as of 11th March. I ordered 17 copies for club members, which is a little disappointing as there are 
35 members who regularly fly. If there is anyone out there without a current chart, let me know and I will 
place another order. The club gets a small discount by ordering in bulk, which is passed on to the 
members as an incentive to stay up to date.  
 
Going back to Daveõs competition the club meeting before last, there are already 7 amendments to the 
new chart. The recent airspace changes around Coventry are not shown on the new chart and are not 
included in the amendments either. It is a good job that we all regularly check NOTAMS befor e flying!  
 
To make it easier for members to plan a dayõs flying properly, I have updated the LMAC web site - 
http://lmac.org.uk   
 
There is now a heading òNOTAMS / Planning aidsó  Here, you will find the following links: 

¶ NATS web site -  The official source of NOTAM info  

¶ Up to date NOTAMS plotted on a map, or delivered via RSS feeds and Email  

¶ Fly on track -  How to avoid airspace infringements!  

¶ CAA chart ammendments  

¶ CAA safety sense leaflets  

http://lmac.org.uk/
http://www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/public/index.php.html
http://notaminfo.com/ukmap
http://www.flyontrack.co.uk/content/
http://www.caa.co.uk/application.aspx?catid=64&pagetype=65&appid=8&mode=500map
http://www.caa.co.uk/application.aspx?catid=33&pagetype=65&appid=11&mode=list&type=sercat&id=21
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Have a look through these as they contain vital information. You have to register to get NOTAMS from the 
NATS web site, but it is simple and free. If there are any club members who are not confident using the 
NATS web site, I will be very happy to run evening sessions to take you through it. Please let me know if 
you are interested. It is vital to check NOTAMS prior to flying, e specially with the new display season 
about to kick off. Ringing 0500 354802 gives you any late updates and temporary airspace restrictions, but 
is not guaranteed to tell you everything you need to know.  
 
The Fly on Track web site is a very good source of tips on how not to infringe airspace as well as a wealth 
of other information of relevance to us.  
 
The CAA chart amendment link speaks for itself. You can even subscribe to get amendments emailed to 
you.  
 
The CAA safety sense leaflets always make very interesting reading and are of great relevance.  

 
The LMAC web site also has links to the Met Office and many other useful weather sites. It is meant to be 
a one stop shop for all of your flight planning needs. If there are any other links that members would l ike 
adding, let me know.  
 
 
The other main topic was the NPPL and revalidation thereof. As many club members find the old 5 hours in 
13 months difficult to get right, the chance of getting the NPPL revalidation right is minimal. With this in 
mind, I will n ot be signing certificates for NPPL at the AGM as has so far been the tradition. It is simply too 
complicated. I will need to take the logbook away to check it. There was an article in the last Flying Fox 
regarding how to get revalidated. However, here is a simple list of question to ask before asking for your 
NPPL to be revalidated on hours: 
 

1. Is your last certificate still valid? ð If not, you must do a GST, even if you are just 1 day out of 
validity.  

2. Are you in the second year of your current certificate?  ð You cannot revalidate in the first year by 
any means. 

3. Have you logged 6 hours during the second year of validity of the current certificate?  
4. Have you logged 12 hours total with at least 8 hours P1 during the validity period of the current 

certificate?  
5. Have you logged 12 take offs and landings during the validity period of the current certificate?  
6. Have you undertaken at least 1 hour of instructional flight (PUT) during the validity period of the 

current certificate?  
 

If you can answer yes to all of the ab ove, you can be revalidated on hours. If not, then it is likely that you 
will have to do a GST.  
 
Check your licence now and start thinking about the hour with an instructor. You can get revalidated at 
any time within the second year of your current certifi cate (Which is likely to be all LMAC members) Your 
hour with an instructor can be on any microlight, so it could be an opportunity for weightshift pilots to 
have a taste of 3 axis flying or vice versa. The new certificate gets dated from when the old one r uns out, 
so you lose nothing by getting it revalidated early. The only proviso is that you must be in the second year 
of your current certificate.  

Barry 

 
Whatõs Going on in 2010  
Next Club night ð AT HUSBANDS BOSWORTH GLIDING CLUB (Prompt 8pm Start !!!!!!! ) 

We are planning to have different speakers for each of the winter club nights. Please try and come 
along as the more that turn up the more worthwhile it is for everyone.  Itõs also open to friends and 
family too  etc , not just club members.  
 
From MAY onwar ds, we will be back at the field for the club meetings  with the usual BBQ + we hope 
to have some visits from some aircraft demonstrators and some club flying competitions ð simple but 
fun  tasks, that anyone can enter regardless of aircraft type.  
 
The other  big event this year is of course the  SWINFORD FLY-IN ð 5th  to 6 th  June (week before 
Spamfield!)  
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Club nights:  

ï Steve Bridg ewater from Classic Flight Club, Coventry Air museum. 

Presentation on their aircraft collection   

Please invite friends, family etc P rompt 8pm Start !!!!!  

 March 31 st  

8pm Prompt 

!!!  

April 28th AT THE FOX IN LUTTERWORTH:  

Special  award to all those who turn up at the field or the gliding club!!!    
TBC  

 
Other events:    

 BMAA Safety Day  & Flylight Airsports fly -in - SYWELL 

 

The British Microlight Aircraft Association will be holding it's first Safety Day on 
Saturday 17th April 2010 at Sywell Aerodrome, Northampton.  
 

The timetable is likely to be:  
11.00 Opening and general introductions, Geoff Weighell and Kim Taylor, BMAA 
11.05 BMAA safety issues and objectives, accident/incidents 2008-09, the 

dangers of flying in IMC, Club and school safety officer network - Kim Taylor, 
BMAA 
11.30 Human factors, pre flight planning and preparation, NOTAM gathering, use 
of ATC services including the use of D+D etc - Geoff Weighell/Kim Taylor, BMAA 

12.00 The work of General Aviation Safety Council by their Chief Executive, Mike 
O'Donaghue including microlight aviation-related subjects 
12.30 A presentation by the head of General Aviation at the CAA, Chris Finnigan 

(microlight pilot and ex BMAA CEO) to include CAA safety issues with particular 
relevance to microlight flying  
1300-1400 lunch break allowing for informal discussion and a chance to 

experience the "CAA Disorientation Chair" to simulate loss of spatial awareness 
encountered whilst flying in IMC 
14.00 Pre-flight aircraft checks, rigging errors, PFLs and EFATOs, common 

handling errors, type conversions and currency - a BMAA Instructor 
14.30 Practical navigation advice in general, not limited to airspace 
infringements, including avoidance of CFIT and terrain routing - Mark Batin 

(microlight pilot) from the Royal Institute of Navigation  
15.00 Presentation by NATS entitled "Infringements Updates and Aware GPS" 
including time for questions and a free draw for an "Aware" GPS unit 

15.45 Review of the day, general questions and close - Kim Taylor and Geoff 
Weighell, BMAA 
 
In addition to their presentation, RIN will also provide a stand with navigation 

information and Chris Finnigan will have some CAA hand out material as well as 
his presentation. In addition to their presentation, NATS have very kindly offered 
to provide an "Aware" GPS device which we will offer as a prize in a FREE draw 

for all those attending on the day. Other static displays are also being p lanned. 
Sywell is an ideal location with full aviation and refreshment facilities. There are 
half price landing fees on the day and plenty of parking if you have to drive if 

the weather is bad. With some top -notch speakers; we guarantee you will go 
away wiser than when you arrived! This is a first for the BMAA and deserves our 
full support.  

    

 

17-Apr-2010  

Clench Common Wiltshire  17th  ð 18th  April  

Duxford  safety bonus day ð NO LANDING FEE (usually £14)  
17th  April  

Popham ðmicrolight show & trade fair  1st/2 nd May 
2010  

Wolverhampton/Halfpenny green  - Wings & Wheels Fly-in - all welcome. Landing fee 
£5 for all singles (no charge for foot -launched). Pleasure flying, Large Models Flying, 

military and vintage vehicles, entertainers etc.  
Notam to be issued detailing closure times for large model flying. Phone air traffic 0 1384 

221378 for weather or joining brief if required. PPR not necessary. Non-radio traffic please 
telephone with an ETA. 
Mogas, Avgas, JetA1 available 

3rd May (Bank 
Holiday 
Monday) 
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PITSFORD FLY -IN  - Northampton Microlight Flying Club annual óMayô flyin.  

This will be the first time the NMFC has held a flyin at Pitsford ï our thanks to Richard 
Stanley 
All welcome. No PPR required.  

Friday evening to Sunday afternoon. 
Camping 
Air and Ground Competitions 

Trophies for winners. 
There will be a couple of ótreasureô hunts plus the usual NMC ground games. 
(You will need a digital camera for one of the hunts).  

There will be a Catering Van on site so food and drink will be available throughout the d ay.  
Mogas will be available.  
Friday night - local pub 

Saturday - party in club tent  

 
7th  - 9th  May 

Otherton Fly -in  29th  May 

WYE VALLEY FLYING CLUB  FLY-IN AND  BARBECUE SAT 29/05/10  
Nowhere to go? Do you need an excuse? Why not come and visit us. We do have planning 

restrictions on the number of departures and this is our one permitted annual Fly-in, your 
one chance to visit this year. 
Extensive choice of food, quality and quantity! Barbecue, cold meats, salads, and fat boy 

cakes. 
No landing fee, fuel available, overnight camping, Clubhouse with ful l facilities including 
toilet. 

29th /30 th  May 

SWINFORD FLY-IN 5th -6th  June 2010  
 

Spamfield ð Isle of Wight weekend ð 11th - -13th   June 
2010  

 

Westonzoyland Scrumpy & cheese microlight fly -in 24th -25th  July 
2010  

 

European Microlight championships ð Sywell ð 7-15th  August 
2010  

 

 

 
 
Fly-outs:  
 
We have recently had a few good fly -outs:  

Otherton in mid Feb.  
 

 
Before Take-off at Swinford ð compare with next 
photo at Otherton é 

Weather was crisp and clear, but with Swinford 
that  bit higher there was a good 3 inches of snow 
on the ground, Take of was fine  even at max 
weight.  Losing the second runway does make it 
more difficult  to work out your abort point is 
though. Maybe we need a marker flag at the 
2/3rds point ? 
I made the usual PPR phone call to Otherton, I 
asked about the runway in use etc.  but never 
actually thought to ask them about the snow.  
When we got past Sibson, to our surprise the snow 
had all but gone! Lunch at the nice and warm 
Otherton  café went down well and coming back to 
Swinford (via Sibson) Terry G. had marked aõ31õ in 
the snow at the runway end. Very visible from the 

air!  
A cold but great flying  day without a bump in the 
sky!  
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Terry Viner, Norman Charles & myself at Otherton ð no snow in sight!  

 
Deanthorpe/Sackville/Pitsford ð 7

th
 March 

Deanthorpe õs fly -in had been re -scheduled about 4 times due to poor weather , this  weekend it  was 
finally looking good . We met up at Swinford around 10am  - great turn -out at the field . Steve Clarke 
had his check flight completed and we all  headed over to D õthorpe  at around 11am , The re was a lot of 
visitors  as it was a great flying day , so, after a long wait for a bacon sarnie ð we decided to make th e 
most of the day and headed down  to Sackville farm , the n back to Pitsford before returning to 
Swinford. 6 plane s were in tow , so a great show for the club and it was probably the most planes out 
on the same trip for some time.  

 
Future Fly -Outs:  

Of course its all down to the weather, but if you would like to send us details of any trip y ou are planning, 
strip you would like to v isit  etc  (assuming you want a whole load of extra õs attending) , it would be great  
to compile a list of wanna -go places that we can get a few to gether to  fly -out to.  With a little pre -
planning and a l ist of interested people, we can then pull one of these destinat ions out at short notice , as 
soon as it looks like a decent flying opportunity . If the weather beats us , we can just roll the trip on to the 
next suitable weather window.  As you know Iõve recently been sending out an email as soon as we think its 
going to be a good day in the hope that it  may encourage a few more get you skywards especially if you 
are still couch -bound thinking of  shall I or shanõt  I? 
If youõd rather not be pestered by t hese emails, just let us know and I õll gladly stop pestering you with 
them.  (You will still get the newsletter).  But it would be good to get an email group going to get everyone 
out and about ð if thatõs what you want  to do. 

 
Thereõs Popham in May & Spamfield in June, both trips,  hopefully a Friday evening fly out returning on 
Sunday. This year Spamfield have reduced the landing/camping fee so itõs now just £10 for the wh ole 
weekend and a live band on the Sat night . Already a few are keen.  
 
Another  good overnighter on a date tbc, will be  Eastbach Farm in the heart of the Wye valley, fly down  
early Saturday, with a walk down to Symonds Yat in the forest of dean. Camp over,  then on Sunday fly 
down the valley, following the river, down the estuary, over th e Severn bridge and back. I havnõt spoke to 
them yet, but apparently  they are very hospitable and will help with  fuel if required.  
 
A few have talked about a wales trip via haverfordwest etc  
Letõs get some ideas together.  
 
We also have a few day trips on the cards  
Sandy in Bedfordshire, (Longacre farm) is very welcoming (and only just over twice dist of Pitsford)  
Shuttleworth collection ? 
Skeggy? 
Etc  ð let us knowé 
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Safety ð act now! .... from Dave Thorpe  
As I sit down to write this monthõs safety article for the Fox, news is just coming through the beeb about 
an aircraft that made a heavy landing at Sturgate (Lincoln Aero Club) and was consumed by fire; no 
further d etails available at this time (Wednesday the 17 th).  This brings thoughts of the actions to be taken 
in the event of a fire during flight or on the ground.  Just how long would it take you to exit your plane in 
the event of a fire?   
 
Paperwork from the BMAA shows the Savannah is due for its annual inspection and flight check ð may the 
weather gods look favourably on me this weekend.  Whilst the 95 hours showing on the hour clock since 
building it one year ago is not excessive, it has taken my fellow owner and I to many airfields neither of us 
had been to during our previous flying careers.  
Speaking of airfields to visits, I notice a couple of free landing coupons in Loop ð Longside, - Iõve yet to 
check where that is, and Dunkeswell.   Dunkeswell  Iõve flown from in the past but wouldnõt mind a return 

visit.  
All aircraft owners should now be in receipt of the GASCO Flight Safety Magazine.  A cracking front cover 
picture of a yellow heavy looking GA T -6 Texan.  Perhaps of greater interest to us ultralight type s is the 
advert on the back cover ð the airspace warning/GPS/Satnav type device.  It has great merit not only 
because it gives advance warning of possible airspace infringements taking place but it is also an aid to 
navigation ð a satnav with a ½ m chart o n.  This, I suggest, represents very good value for money at under 
Ã150 and would certainly replace my Dell PDA and remote GPS receiver.  It wouldnõt surprise me if TV has 
already evaluated one ð Iõll enquire at the end of month meeting (the 31st).   
Monthly Meeting.  We, the committee, have been requested to promote all and any aspect of airmanship 
likely to be of interest /benefit to the membership; so at the last Wednesday meeting of the month 
Norman will òeducateó us as to the finer points of aircraft transponders, their various modes and squawk 
codes.  Itõs a subject of which I know little but one which some know a lot. 
In earlier articles and meetings Iõve dwelled on airspace infringements and how to avoid them;  for now I 
intend to let the subject res t.  
We should each now have a copy of Edition 36 of the southern England chart ð that which I ordered by the 
internet has yet to materialise.  Please keep it up to date with the relevant amendments, a copy of which 
should soon be available in the club carav an.  At this point I would like to quote directly from Flight Safety 

Magazine:   
If we find that a lot of pilots make similar mistakes, it isnõt sufficient to tell them not to make mistakes, 
we must modify the system so that mistakes are less likely and no t repeated.  
We are doing something wrong ladies and gentlemen, letõs put it right.  The enemy of improvement is 
inertia.  Instead of effecting improvements, we say òweõve always done it this wayó.  That last paragraph 
bears repeating.  
I note that Wainfleet  danger area EG D308 (just south of Skegness on the coast) is about to close ð check 
NOTAMS for full details.  
April the 17 th ð Duxford ð landing fee and safety programme which they are laying on are both free ð not 
like Duxford!!  
I am pleased to announce that the flight guides in the caravan have now been replaced with current 
issues. 
Finally, the subject of wind turbines has been quite topical within the club.  Some discussion as to the 
turbulence caused by these was brought up at the last committee meeti ng.  Did you know that the CAA (a 
fine organisation) have produced a publication CAP764 entitled Policy and Guidelines of Wind Turbines.  
Itõs a free download and is well worth everyone of its 69 pages.  It states that in some circumstances they 
can even smooth out turbulence in the air.  The turbulence from the spinney at Swinford may yet be a 
thing of the past!!!  

Safe flying (and ground handling).  
DT 
PS   Free landing vouchers in Pilot Mag. at:- 
Bagby, Sligo, Headcorn, Full Sutton, Enstone, Hucknall 
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Top Tech Tips.... Ethanol fuel concerns?  ð by Gary Oliver  

There is much discussion at the moment on ethanol fuels and the effects of it on our engines etc. 
What is it? , Should we avoid it? , Can we avoid it?  
 
As part of my job looking af ter the fuel injection systems of Triumph motorcycles we are continually 
in touch with what is happening in the world with different fuel grades etc.  
We have markets using 25% ethanol such as Brazil , which varies great ly, they make the Ethanol from 
sugar cane ð (if the price of sugar increases, they sell for sugar instead of to refineries  and the ethanol 
content in the fuel reduces) Ethanol is also produced from many other sources such as corn, but this 
is less productive than sugar cane ð Ethanol was never  viable until the rise in petrol prices , and the 
desire to produce fuel independently of other countries.  
 
Most European fuel now has up to 5% ethanol content. Some fuels are still ethanol free, but it can be 
a lottery even at the same petrol station.  
Supermarkets will often change suppliers monthly , as they play one supplier off against another to get 
the best price.  
 

Firstly a few facts  on 100% ethanol : 

¶ Ethanol is not compatible  with many rubber items (except Viton which is expensive and turns 
to acid when  burnt!)  

¶ Ethanol will give increased corrosion and is not compatible with many plastics  

¶ Ethanol ha s a lower calorific value than p etrol (less bang!)ð So you need more to do the same 

work.  And itõs harder to start at very cold temperatures. It also burns cooler than petrol. But 
as more is required eng ines will run lean (hot) if the  carburettors are not adjusted for 
ethanol.  

¶ Ethanol has a higher Octa ne rating  but pump fuel is no different , as fuel manufacturers put 
less knock additives in, resulting in the sam e knock or Octane rating.  

¶ Ethanol absorbs water  ð keep cans sealed.  

¶ Carburettor icing is more likely.  
 
Secondly some opinions ð so make your own mind up and do your own research if you want to.  
 

¶ At 5% ethanol levels , we can use this fuel in place of ônormal fuelõ without changing anything. 

I am told from Skydrive that Rotax engines run quite rich anyway.  The difference in fuel 
jetting should be negligible.  

¶ At 5% levels - rubber degradation and other corrosion is going to be accelerated but not by a 
measurable amount.  But do check pipes and carb rubbers ð remember they can now degrade 
from the inside not just the outside (those hoses with fabric wrapping hide all the rubber that 
perishes within!) . Engines left for long periods without running may suffer more than they 
used to.  

 
Lastly , the ethanol contents will increase in the future, at which time we will most likely be required 

to change jets in carburettors and replace rubber parts more frequently  or to a different rubber type . 
With much discussion on the e thics of turning food into fuel, this may still be a few years away here, 
but the USA is pushing hard for 10%  + ethanol so watch this space!  
 
Dilemma - How does his fit in with the labels fitted to some aircraft prohibiting the use of fuel 
containing ethan ol???- seems there is some confusion, Rotax now say that up to 10% ethanol is OK, 
but the current C42 manual still states that the fuel must be water & alcohol free. The CAA 
supposedly allow s ethanol in microlights but not GA  both using a 912! , however they also still state 
NO ethanol in other sections of their info.  
Also worthy of note is they say that to use Mogas - the fuel tank temp must be less than 20  Deg C 
before take off - how d o we manage that on those rare hot summer days with an ambient temp of 30 
deg? ð did you also know that Mogas should not be used over 6000 feet!  
Fuel testing kits are available to detect Ethanol if y ou want  to really make sure!  

 

For Sale & Wanted  
For Sale          Wanted Items  
Microlight Aircraft for Sale (G -CCSO) 
X-Air Falcon......... ......£7,000  
4 Stroke engine.........Verner  133M  
Engine hours.............142  
Airframe hours.........135  
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No of landings..........254  
Aircraft will be sold with intercom, headsets and radio antenna  together with 1 years 
permit.  
Aircraft fitted with electri c start, doors and 3 stage flaps.  Airstrip and hangarage 
available also if required.  

An easy to fly 3 axis machine 
Contact  
Dave Thorpe 01476 572632 or 07831 335320  

 
If you have any parts or aircraft for sale or wanted please let me know and I will add them in 
here. Please include price and contact details.   
Email submissions to theolivers@ntlworld.com  

 
 
 
This Issues Storyõs. ð The Chain Gangé. 
 
Firstly a huge thank you to all those who turned  out to improve the Swinford site.  The driveway 
has been repaired, Caravan washed, Fire extinguishers put up and all sorts of other jobs  done. 
I arrived at 10am, to find a scurry of activity already underway. Unfortunately I missed the 
driving lesson that Ernie had from the farmer ð by the time I saw him he seemed to have it 
sorted!  

 
Whilst Ernie was having fun in the tractor, Paul Fessi still found time to pretend he was flying 
whilst his trailor was getting loaded!  
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:theolivers@ntlworld.com

